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DETAILED ACTION 

The art unit is changed into 2623. 

Response to Amendment 

This Office Action is responsive to the Amendment filed on 02/ 29/ 2008. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

1. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. Claim 9 recite "A program instructing a 
computer ... " 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
Pub. No. 2002/0057799 A1 issued to Kohno; in view of US 2001/0047517 A1 to 
Christopoulos et al. 
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Regarding claiml. Figs. 1, 56 of Kohno illustrate a movie distribution from movie 
provider [500] "delivering a content to a plurality of users" as movie theaters [502a, 
502b, 502c] from a plurality of movie distribution company [501a, 501b, 501c. ..etc] 
wherein movies are received from [500] "through a network" [7]. Figs. 2 and 3 of Kohno 
also illustrate "a server" [1] is located in the movie production provider [500] comprises: 
"a first memory [12] for storing user information corresponding to each of the users [502] 
, the user information indicating at least content replaying environment of the user 
(Kohno, H0279-U0283); the server [1] also has "a format converter" [19] for converting 
the content into a format-converted content for the user (Kohno, U0273-U0277). 
Moreover, the server [1] contains "a transmitter [31] for transmitting the format- 
converted content to the user through the network [7] (1J0283-1J0286). However, Kohno 
reference is silent with "a second memory for storing a plurality of format conversion 
programs each corresponding to a plurality of predetermined content replaying 
environments; a format conversion selector for selecting a most suitable one from the 
format conversion programs that convert content into the format according to the most 
suitable format conversion program to produce based on the content replaying 
environment of the user, wherein the most suitable format conversion program provides 
a format most suitable for the content replaying environment of the user"; 

In an analogous art directed toward a similar problem namely improving the 
results from a second memory for storing a plurality of format conversion programs. 
Figs. 1 , 2 of Christopoulos illustrate a server [1 1 0] has "a memory "[1 1 3] "stores 
multimedia data along with trandscoding hints as "a plurality of format conversion 
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programs" The server [110] communicates to a Gateway [120] which contains "a format 
conversion selector "[125] that reformats the multimedia data along with trandscoding 
hints that "each corresponding to a plurality of predetermined content replaying 
environments" (Christopoulos, 1|0035-1f0036). Fig. 3 of Christopoulos also shows the 
format conversion selector [125] receives the request for multimedia data from client 
"selecting a most suitable one from the format conversion programs based on the 
content replaying environment of the user" (Christopoulos, Fig. 3, 1J0037-U0038), and 
Fig. 5 of Christopoulos illustrates various "the format conversion programs" which can 
be used for transcoding video information. "The format conversion programs" can 
include bit rate hints, reuse hints, computational area hints, prediction hints, macroblock 
hints and video mixing hints. The bit rate format conversion program is "the most 
suitable format conversion program provides a format most suitable for the content 
replaying environment of the user" (Christopoulos, Fig. 5, 1J0046). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was 
made to combine the Prior Art of Kohno with media content format conversion method 
as taught by Christopoulos; In order to maximize integration of various quality 
multimedia services, such as, for example, video services, a single coding scheme 
which can provide a range of formats would be desirable. Such a coding scheme would 
enable users, both clients and servers capable of processing and providing different 
qualities of multimedia content to communicate with each other. (Christopoulos, 
1J0019) 
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Regarding claim 2. The server according to claim 1 , Kohno also teaches [the playback 
apparatus 3 of each movie theater 502, see Fig.1 and 5, the digital projector 3a of Fig. 
6] meets "wherein the content replaying environment of the user includes a type of 
replaying equipment of the user" (see 1J0337, 1f 0338, 1J0361 )■ 

Regarding claim 3. The server according to claim 1 , Fig. 3 of Kohno shows "wherein 
the content is included in a content delivery request" by the distribution controller [13] 
010285) and is "received from a content owner [server 1], wherein the content delivery 
request further includes delivery destination identifying each of the users" as content ID, 
destination identifier ID1, ID2...etc, (seel[0280). 

Regarding claim 4. According to claim 3, Kohno further discloses the server above 
comprising a content storage section (Movie Data Base 16 of Fig. 3) for storing the 
content received from the content owner (from server 1 of Fig. 3) (see 1T0283, 1J0284). 

Regarding claim 5. Kohno further teaches the server according to claim 1 , wherein the 
content is a movie content, which identifies an environment of a movie theater of the 
user (Kohno, 1J0356, H0361 ), but Kohno reference is silent with" the content replaying 
environment of the user includes screen information, projector information, and sound 
information". Additional, Fig. 4 of Christopoulos shows "the content replaying 
environment of the user includes screen information (see Christopoulos, U0039), Fig. 6 
shows "projector information" (see Christopoulos, H0047), and sound information" (see 
H0008). 
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Regarding claim 6. Fig. 3, 5 of Kohno show a server [1] and [2] for delivering a content 
to a plurality of users through a network [7], comprising: a first memory [12] for storing 
user information corresponding to each of the users, the user information indicating at 
least content replaying environment of the user; and Kohno and Rosen reference 
combine teach "a second memory [16] for storing a plurality of format conversion 
programs each corresponding to a plurality of predetermined content replaying 
environments (see claim 1 rejection). Additional, Fig. 6 of Kohno illustrates a third 
memory [compressed data storage 208 in a playback apparatus 3] for storing 
correspondences between the users and the plurality of format conversion programs, 
wherein each of the correspondences is determined by selecting a most suitable one 
from the format conversion programs based on the content replaying environment of 
each of the users (see Kohno, U0350, 1J0351 and 1J0353); and a format converter for 
converting the content into the format according to a format conversion program as 
taught by Christopoulos in claim 1 ; (see Christopoulos, U0035-U0038,U 0046); which is 
determined by searching the third memory for a corresponding user (U0356, U0358,), to 
produce a format-converted content for the user fl]0361 , 1J0362, H0363, and 1J0364) ; 
and a transmitter (31 of Fig. 3 and 1 15 of Fig. 5) for transmitting the format-converted 
content to the user through the network (see 1J0285, H0286, 1J0325 and 1J0326). 

However, Kohno and Christopoulos fail to disclose one server has 3 memories 
whereas the server and the memory of the prior art comprise the storage (or memory) in 
server at different locations which link together by communication network as Internet. 
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It would have be considered a matter of obvious design choice to integrate these 
separate memories to a single server unit because the system with either three 
separate memories or one integral unit would have performed the same function and 
furthermore the use of a one piece structure or separate structure would be merely a 
matter of obvious engineering choice; (see MPEP 2144.04). 
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Regarding claim 7. The scope of claim 7 is substantially the same or slightly broader 
than claim 1 , since method in claim 7 requires every structural element of claim 1 . Thus, 
claim 7 is also rejected for the same reasons provided in the rejection of claim 1 . 
Regarding claim 8. Figs 1 , 56 of Kohno illustrate a system for delivering a content from 
a content owner [500] to a plurality of users [502a, 502b, 502c...] through a network [7], 
and Fig. 5 illustrates "a content providing server [relay server 2] includes receiver [101] 
that receives the content from" transmitter [31 of Fig. 3] is located in server [1] of "the 
content owner" [500] through transmission line [7] , contents are demodulated, 
decrypted/encrypted before store in a compressed data storage unit [109]. Upon 
request of user , Data Base controller [113] and distribution controller [112] will retrieve 
the compressed contents based on user destination ID stored in storage [11] and 
transmission unit [115]"sends it to each of the users" [502], (Kohno, 1J0316-1J0317 and 
1J0326) wherein the content providing server [2] comprises: a first memory [107] for 
storing user information corresponding to each of the users, the user information 
indicating at least content replaying environment of the user (Kohno, 1J0330) ; and a 
transmitter [115] for transmitting the format-converted content to the user through the 
network [7] fl|0335- 1J0338). 

However, Kohno fails to teach "a second memory for storing a plurality of format 
conversion programs each corresponding to a plurality of predetermined content 
replaying environments; a format conversion selector for selecting a most suitable one 
from the format conversion programs based on the content replaying environment of the 
user, wherein the most suitable format conversion program provides a format most 
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suitable for the content replaying environment of the user; a format converter for 
converting the content into the format according to the most suitable format conversion 
program to produce a format-converted content for the user". 

In an analogous art directed toward a similar problem namely improving the 
results from a second memory in the content provider; for storing a plurality of format 
conversion programs. Figs. 1 , 2 of Christopoulos illustrate a server [110] has "a memory 
"[113] "stores multimedia data along with trandscoding hints as "a plurality of format 
conversion programs" The server [110] communicates to a Gateway [120] which 
contains "a format conversion selector "[125] that reformats the multimedia data along 
with trandscoding hints that "each corresponding to a plurality of predetermined content 
replaying environments" (Christopoulos, 1f0035-1f0036). Fig. 3 of Christopoulos also 
shows the format conversion selector [125] receives the request for multimedia data 
from client "selecting a most suitable one from the format conversion programs based 
on the content replaying environment of the user" (Christopoulos, Fig. 3, 1J0037- 
1J0038), and Fig. 5 of Christopoulos illustrates various "the format conversion programs" 
which can be used for transcoding video information. "The format conversion programs" 
can include bit rate hints, reuse hints, computational area hints, prediction hints, 
macroblock hints and video mixing hints. The bit rate format conversion program is "the 
most suitable format conversion program provides a format most suitable for the content 
replaying environment of the user" (Christopoulos, Fig. 5, 1J0046). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was 
made to combine the Prior Art of Kohno with media content format conversion method 
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as taught by Christopoulos; In order to maximize integration of various quality 
multimedia services, such as, for example, video services, a single coding scheme 
which can provide a range of formats would be desirable. Such a coding scheme would 
enable users, both clients and servers capable of processing and providing different 
qualities of multimedia content to communicate with each other. (Christopoulos, 
1J0019). 

Regarding claim 9. The scope of claim 9 is substantially the same or slightly broader 
than claim 8, since a computer program in claim 9 requires to be executed by every 
structural element of claim 8. Thus, claim 9 is also rejected for the same reasons 
provided in the rejection of claim 8. 

Regarding claim 10. (New) The server according to claim 1 , wherein the second 
memory contains format conversion programs for different usage conditions. 
(Christopoulos, Fig. 5, 1J0046). 

Regarding claim 11. (New) The server according to claim 4, Fig. 5 of Kohno shows 
"wherein the content storage section [109] comprises a hard disc drive" (Kohno, 
1J0327). 

Regarding claim 12. (New) Fig. 5 of Kohno shows the server [2] according to claim 6, 
further comprising a content storage section [109] for storing content received from a 
content owner " as server [1] of owner [500]. (Kohno, 1J0326). 

Regarding claim 13. (New) The server according to claim 12, wherein the content 
storage section comprises a hard disc drive. (Kohno, 1J0327). 
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Regarding claim 14. (New) The server according to claim 6, wherein the second 
memory contains format conversion programs for different usage conditions. 
(Christopoulos, Fig. 5, 1J0046) 

Regarding claim 15. (New) The method according to claim 7, wherein the network 
includes a content storage section [109] for storing content received from a content 
owner "as server [1] of owner [500]. (Kohno, H0326). 

Regarding claim 16. (New) The method according to claim 15, Fig. 5 of Kohno shows 
"wherein the content storage section [109] comprises a hard disc drive" (Kohno, 
U0327). 

Regarding claim 17. (New) The system according to claim 8, wherein the network 
includes a content storage section [109] for storing content received from a content 
owner "as server [1] of owner [500]. (Kohno, 1J0326). 

Regarding claim 18. (New) The system according to claim 17, Fig. 5 of Kohno shows 
"wherein the content storage section [109] comprises a hard disc drive" (Kohno, 
1J0327). 

Regarding claim 19. (New) The system according to claim 9, wherein the network 
includes a content storage section [109] for storing content received from a content 
owner "as server [1] of owner [500]. (Kohno, 1J0326). 
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Regarding claim 20. (New) The system according to claim 19, Fig. 5 of Kohno shows 
"wherein the content storage section [109] comprises a hard disc drive" (Kohno, 
1J0327). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments, see "KOHNO reference fails to disclose "a second 
memory contains format conversion programs each corresponding to a plurality of 
predetermined content replaying environments." (Remark, page 14)., filed 02/29/2008, 
with respect to the rejection(s) of claims 1,6 and 7 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over US Pub. No. 2002/0057799 A1 issued to Kohno; in 
view of US 2003/0001904 by Rosen at al. have been fully considered and are 
persuasive. The rejections of claims 1 , 6, and 7 have been withdrawn. 

Applicant's arguments, see "In order to perfect priority, a verified translation of 
Japanese Application 2002-282702 will follow to thus remove PARKER et al. as prior 
art." (Remark, page 16), filed 02/29/2008, with respect to the rejection(s) of claim 8 has 
been rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over PARKER et al (US 
Publication 2002/01 17828 (in view of ROSEN et al.). And claim 9 has been rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by PARKER et al. have been fully 
considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. 

However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made 
in view of US 2001/0047517 A1 by to Christopoulos et al. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ALAN LUONG whose telephone number is (571)270- 
5091 . The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Thurs., 8:00am-5pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Scott Beliveau can be reached on (571) 272-7343. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/A. LV 

Examiner, Art Unit 2623 
June 19, 2008 

/Scott Beliveau/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2623 



